October-December 2009

It’s hard to believe that this
year is coming to an end. With
the end of the year comes a del-
uge of holidays and the associ-
ated celebrations. We would
like to take this opportunity to
remind all of you of some basic
safety tips to keep you and your
family safe. After all, the holi-
days bring enough stress and
you don’t need any additional
headaches dealing with poten-
tial situations that could possi-
bly be avoided by taking small
precautions.

HALLOWEEN

As Halloween approaches
we would like to make some
suggestions to keep your kids
and you safe.

+ Help your child pick out or
make a costume that will be
safe. Make it fire proof, the
eye holes should be large
enough for good peripheral
vision. If the costume is not
reflective in nature, make sure
your child carries something
reflective while trick-or-
treating.

The Hohhugs are Upon Us

» Make sure that if your child is
carrying a prop, such as a
scythe, butcher knife or a pitch-
fork, that the tips are smooth
and flexible enough to not cause
injury if fallen on.

» When trick-or-treating, allow
your child to only go to homes
where you know the
occupants.

» Don’t allow your kids
to eat any candy until you have
inspected it.

» Throw away any “homemade”
treats unless you personally
know who made them.

+ If you set jack-o-lanterns on
your porch with candles _a
in them, make sure that
they are far enough out
of the way so that kid’s
costumes won’t accidentally be
set on fire.

Teaching your kids basic eve-
ryday safety such as not getting
into cars or talking to strangers,
watching both ways before cross-
ing streets and crossing when the
lights indicate, will help make
them safer when they are out trick
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or treating. Know the route your
kids will be taking if you aren't go-
ing with them. The best bet is to
make sure that an adult is going
with them. If you can't take them,
see if another parent or a teen aged
sibling can go along. Make sure
you set a time that they should be
home by. Make sure they know
how important it is for them to be
home on time.

Make Halloween a fun, safe and
happy time for your kids and they'll
carry on the tradition that you
taught them to their own families
some day!

Christmas, Hanu-
kah and Kwanzaa are
traditionally holidays
celebrated with the
exchange of gifts. Shop-
ping for those gifts is the
source of excitement for
some and stress for oth-
ers. One way for that
excitement to turn into
stress is if those gifts
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thieves. Often times
this can be avoided by

practicing some common sense behaviors.

+ Tryto avoid shopping alone (remember
there is safety in numbers).

+ Avoid wearing expensive jewelry and
carrying large amounts of cash.

+ Never leave valuables or gifts in plain
sight in your vehicle.

+ Always place valuables and gifts in the
vehicle trunk immediately (don’t wait
until you get to your next shopping des-
tination to move them as you never
know who’s waiting for you to leave
your vehicle unattended).

+ Always lock your home when you leave
(even if it is only for a few minutes).

» Never place gifts where they can be
seen from the exterior of your home.

» Take a “holiday inventory”, write
down the serial numbers of any new
gifts you receive and place that infor-
mation where you can retrieve it in the
future.

After you have opened your gifts, make
sure to dispose of the packaging properly.
If you received a “high-dollar” item, break
down the box and
place it in a trash
bag or garbage
can so that poten-
tial thieves won’t
know of any
“new” targets in the neighborhood.

To Give or not to Give?

According to the National Philan-
thropic Trust, 89% of American
households make charitable contri-
butions. It is estimated that in 2008,
308 billion dollars were donated to
charities. Whether people feel more
altruistic this time of year or they
are looking for last minute tax de-
ductions  there is usually an uptick

in raiser charitable giving during the final
months of the year. In order to help in
making decisions as to which charities, fol-
low these tips:

When solicited over the telephone, al-
ways ask for the charity’s name, mailing
address and written materials prior to mak-
ing a donation. Also, ask the person con-
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Fighting Identity Theft

One of the costliest crimes to individuals and
society is identity theft. According to the Federal
Trade Commission’s 2006 report, in 2005 there
was an estimated 8.3 million American victims of
identity theft. Most of the fi-
nancial losses are suffered by
credit issuers and banks, as vic-
tims are rarely held responsible

for fraudulent debts incurred in
their name; however, victims
often bear the responsibility of

contacting their banks and credit issuers after an
identity theft has occurred. The same survey de-
termined that victim consumers spent over 200
million hours in 2005 attempting to recover from
identity theft.

Identity theft occurs when someone uses your
personally identifying information, like your
name, Social Security number, or credit card
number, without your permission, to commit
fraud or other crimes. For identity thieves, this
information is as good as gold. Skilled identity
thieves may use a variety of methods to get hold
of your information, including;:

1. Dumpster Diving. They rummage through
trash looking for bills or other paper with
your personal information on it.

2. Skimming. They steal credit/debit card
numbers by using a special storage device
when processing your card.

3. Phishing. They pretend to be financial insti-
tutions or companies and send spam or pop-
up messages to get you to reveal your per-
sonal information.

4. Changing Your Address. They divert your
billing statements to another location by
completing a change of address form.

5. Old-Fashioned Stealing. They steal wal-
lets and purses; mail, including bank and
credit card statements; pre-approved credit
offers; and new checks or tax information.
They steal personnel records, or bribe em-
ployees who have access.

6. Pretexting. They use false pretenses to ob-

tain your personal in-

formation from finan- Continued on next page
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Give conti nu
tacting you if they are a professional fundraiser and
how much of your contribution will be going to fund-
raising costs. Always get a receipt from the charity
for validation. Try to avoid requests via email (unless
you have dealt with them before). Be especially wary
of charities that claim to be raising funds for local po-
lice or fire departments! Check with them first to vali-
date the contact.

There are several ways to check on the validity of
charities and their tax exempt status. The IRS has a
web site (www.irs.gov/charities) or you can call them
at 1-877-829-5500. You can check on which charities
do the most with your donation at
www.charitynavigator.org and the Better Business Bu-
reau maintains a website called Give.org that provides
information about charities and provides a way for you
to file a complaint if you feel if a charity has misled
you. You can always visit the Florida Attorney Gen-
eral’s website (myfloridalegal.com) for a wealth of
information on avoiding scams and more information
on determining a charities’ legitimacy. There are sev-
eral legitimate charity organizations that help people
in need. We recommend that you search out the or-
ganizations that have a good reputation and trust them
with your donations.

Winter Park

LstP’ets

« List your lost pet, or search listings to see if
someone else may have found him and already
listed him on the site.

+ Find a quick, easy listing of local shelters and

rescue organizations.
+ Lost pet check list to ensure you are taking all
steps to reunite with your pet.
+ Sign up for e-mail distribution to be notified
when pets are lost or found.
« Listing of local veterinarians for chipping, vaccinations, etc.
+ Articles on pet care and training.
+ Rescue group lists for birds, ferrets, rabbits and more.
+ Read success stories about pets who have been reunited with
their families.
+ Send comments or ideas on pet issues for posting.

Joinus @....

www. WinterparklIlostpets.com

a €



Neighborhood Watch Newsletter Community Policing

Published Quarterly by
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500 North Virginia Avenue

Winter Park, Florida 32789

(407) 644-1313 Non Emergency Number

Services & Programs

C.A.T. Program: Enroll your vehicle in this free anti-theft program. This
program allows police to stop a vehicle with a C.A.T. sticker on it if the
vehicle is being driven between 1:00 am and 5:00 am, the time when
most car thefts happen.

Business Watch: Business owners are offered anti-theft ideas, infor-
mation regarding fraud, workplace violence & robbery issues, and be-
come aware of current criminal trends.

Managing Editor: Sgt. Pam Marcum House Check Program: If you are out of town more than a few
days the Police Department will stop by your home (work load
permitting) and check the exterior of it to ensure it is secure. If
any problems are found, your emergency contact will be notified.
This service is free. Contact the Police Communications Center at

(407) 644-1313.

Assistant Editor: Officer Jim Whitman
Editorial Board: Chief Brett Railey,
Deputy Chief Art King, Captain Vern

Ride-Along Program: Ride with an officer on a tour of duty. Riders

Taylor must be at least 18 yrs. old and of good moral character. Contact Offi-

Contributing Writer: Officer Jim cer Whitman at (407) 599-3311. Riding is at the discretion of the Police
Department.

Whitman Security Surveys: Officers of the Community Policing Unit will be glad
to meet you at your home to offer advice for crime-proofing your home.

OWe' re al ways t h e [luecaligpriree Freventpnine pt 407rp4@ 1€83ab set s O

Fighting Identity Theft continued...

cial institutions, telephone
companies, and other
sources.

Once thieves have your per-
sonal information, they use it
in a variety of ways. Credit
card fraud is one of the most
prolific. The thieves will open
new credit card accounts in
your name. When they use the
cards and don't pay the bills,
the delinquent accounts ap-
pear on your credit report. Of-
ten times they will commit
phone or utility fraud wherein
they open a new phone or
wireless account in your name,
or run up charges on your ex-
isting account or they use your
name to get utility services like
electricity, heating, or cable
TV. Identity thieves can also
open bank accounts in your
name, obtain an official Identi-
fication card and/or Social Se-
curity card in your name or

give your name instead of theirs
during an encounter with the po-
lice.

To protect yourself from iden-
tity theft, you
should monitor
your  accounts
and bank state-
ments each

month, and check
» your credit report
on a regular ba-
sis. If you check your credit re-
port regularly, you may be able to
limit the damage caused by iden-
tity theft. If your identity is sto-
len, you should file a police re-
port, check your credit reports,
notify creditors, and dispute any
unauthorized transactions to im-
mediately restore your good
name. A police report that pro-
vides specific details of the iden-
tity theft is considered an Iden-
tity Theft Report, which entitles
you to certain legal rights when it
is provided to the three major

credit reporting agencies or to
companies where the thief mis-
used your information. An Iden-
tity Theft Report can be used to
permanently block fraudulent
information that results from
identity theft, such as accounts or
addresses, from appearing on
your credit report. It will also
make sure these debts do not re-
appear on your credit reports.
Identity Theft Reports can pre-
vent a company from continuing
to collect debts that result from
identity theft, or selling them to
others for collection. An Identity
Theft Report is also need to place
an extended fraud alert on your
credit report. Additional infor-
mation on Identity Theft and
protecting yourself from it is

available from the o=
Federal Trade?
Commission  at

their website | ,
(FTC.gov). ny ) SN


http://www.ftc.gov/bcp/edu/microsites/idtheft/consumers/resolving-specific-id-theft-problems.html#ConsumerReportingCompanyObligations
http://www.ftc.gov/bcp/edu/microsites/idtheft/consumers/resolving-specific-id-theft-problems.html#ConsumerReportingCompanyObligations
http://www.ftc.gov/bcp/edu/microsites/idtheft/consumers/resolving-specific-id-theft-problems.html#InformationProviderObligations
http://www.ftc.gov/bcp/edu/microsites/idtheft/consumers/resolving-specific-id-theft-problems.html#InformationProviderObligations
http://www.ftc.gov/bcp/edu/microsites/idtheft/consumers/resolving-specific-id-theft-problems.html#InformationProviderObligations
http://www.ftc.gov/bcp/edu/microsites/idtheft/consumers/defend.html#Whatisafraudalert

