
     The Winter Park Police De-

partment will be hosting an 

ñOpen Houseò again this year 

in celebration of the 26th anni-

versary of National Night Out.  

The National Association of 

Town Watch (NATW) organ-

ized the initial event in 1984.  In 

an effort to heighten awareness 

and strengthen participation in 

local anticrime efforts, the Di-

rector of NATW (Matt Peskin) 

felt that a high-profile, high-

impact type of crime prevention 

event was needed nationally. At 

that time, he noted that in a 

typical ócrime watch commu-

nityô, only 5 to 7% of the resi-

dents were participating ac-

tively. Due to the growth and 

success of these programs, he 

felt this percentage was too low. 

Subsequently, he proposed a 

national program which would 

be coordinated by local crime 

prevention agencies and organi-

zations - but that would involve 

entire communities at one time.    

The first National Night Out 

was introduced early in 1984 - 

with the event culminating on 

the first Tuesday in August. 

     The first year, 400 communi-

ties in 23 states participated in 

National Night Out. Nationwide, 

2.5 million Americans took part 

in 1984.  This year it is expected 

that over 34 million people in 

more than 15,000 communities 

will join forces on August 4th to 

promote police-community part-

nerships; crime, drug and vio-

lence prevention; safety; and 

neighborhood unity.   

     While the traditional 'lights on' 

and front porch vigils remain a 

part of NNO, activities have ex-

panded considerably over the 

years to include block parties, 

cookouts, parades, visits from po-

lice, festivals, neighborhood 

walks, safety fairs, contests, ral-

lies and meetings.  This year, the 

celebration will take place at the 

Public Safety building from 

6:00 P.M. to 8:30 P.M.  We en-

courage everyone to stop by and 

experience the different displays 

showcasing methods of securing 

your property and homes as well 

as the different resources em-

ployed the Police Department to 

safeguard the community.  Re-

freshments will be provided as 

well as opportunities to enter 

your name for random draw-
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See You Here! 
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ings for door prizes.  Target de-

partment stores are the National 

Sponsor for National Night Out 

and will be present with giveaways 

as well as supplying some of the 

door prizes.  Florida Document 

Shredding will be providing a 

ñmobile shredding centerò free of 

charge to assist in the destruction 

of personal paperwork to help 

combat identity theft. 
     Please take this opportunity to 

join in some neighborhood camara-

derie and help promote the partner-

ship between the Police department 

and the community. While the one 

night is certainly not an answer to 

crime, drugs and violence, National 

Night Out does represent the kind 

of spirit, energy and determination 

that is helping to make many 

neighborhoods safer places 

throughout the year. The Winter 

Park Police Department would like 

     As you all know, the Police De-

partment has the ability to notify 

residents of dangerous situations 

via telephone.  The system that we 

use is called Code Red and is com-

monly referred to as the reverse-

911 system.  Over the years as 

technology has changed, several 

other systems have been devel-

oped.  One of which is called; 

Winter Park Outreach.  This emer-

gency alert system, like Code Red 

has the capability to call telephone 

numbers that have been registered 

during times of disaster or emer-

gency.  It also allows Winter 

to thank the following companies for part-

nering with us to 

help make this 

event possible. 

Code Red Change 

Now that GPS units are  so preva-

lent, you may wish to adopt this 

tip.  Instead of programming the 

ñhomeò location on your  unit in 

your driveway, drive to the end of 

your street and then program that spot as 

ñhomeò.  This way, in case you ever lose 

the GPS unit or it is stolen, the criminal 

will not have the exact directions to your 

home.  And in the case of the GPS units 

built into your vehicle, a  potential car  

thief  wonôt have directions to your home 

and then be able to open your garage door 

with the built-in garage door opener. 

Something to think about! 
See CHANGE on next page 

HELPFUL HINT 


